longer. Escartel was arrested this morning about twelve
o'clock. I think it was Flora who denounced him in the hope
of getting me pinched. Escartel is a very small man, but
when the police have gone over him he may well put them
on the track. In any case, the big noises on the job will be
on the alert. From what my father has told me, they have
practically decided to clear out and operate elsewhere, and
even if they stay in Paris they will certainly give up this
district. We have three more weeks to live on our stock,
getting rid of it at the usual rate. And then ? '

Yvette was very much taken aback and could not conceal
her anxiety. Antoine put a better face on it. He was indeed
more concerned about Yvette's reactions than the prospect
of short commons. None the less, he saw vaguely alarming
vistas ahead, and felt the awakening within him of^a still
undefined dread which was not the fear of failure. Hitherto,
the idea of the future had never occupied his mind. Ever
since he had dreamed of the joy of setting up house with
Yvette, he had seen the future as a block of time, smooth
and unrelieved, starting from the day when his decision was
taken. Tiercelin's words now brought it before him as a
succession of accidents and isolated points, and he began to
regret his childhood days.

' All the same/ observed Yvette, * Antoine will keep a
connection of his own. He need only get the stuff elsewhere.
And that's not difficult in these days.'

e Antoine hasn't got a connection,' retorted Paul. tf A
place was made for him in an akeady organized circuit,
in which he was just one agent among others. If
he can get any stuff elsewhere, he will have to make up
a connection of his own, and I don't think he is equal to
that. In a fortnight, when funds are beginning to run out,
you'll both be trailing round the bars in search of a little
evening-dress job. With any luck, Antoine may be taken
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